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Jack and Jan Matthias
present a winter'’s eve

of wildlife viewing and
hearty Northwoods fare.

BY JEFF SMITH
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRLAM COMFER




e've all settled into ouwr seats on che harse- | Choschowtsn from far lef Fedn man e Forse-team cemes Alan “A lady onee asked me if the horses were on fire,” Alan
drawn sled, spreading blankes on laps, pulling o LT PR N P A P e e e il says, His bushy evebirows anch with the lass wosd,

hats snug, The chatter uns quiet but excited & 1 W . Elk antlers are ofon anmrmesnical 5o correct linga for an ok I study him for o moment. "You're making chat up,” 1 say,
here at the Thunder Bay Golf Resort, in Hillman, 25 | i A 8 [ wich, 52 four poings on the right and fve an the left b w cal Well, anly som of,” be says. “A lady did say chat wo a
mvimetes west of Alpena i { e o (TN STE LR | PRPTR T e e el fricnd of mine giving carflage fdes in Monereal" He laughs
I don’ wsualby pue golf, clk and good Food together 1 i & ; 1 {; il [ TP P ST RIS A TP TS g e TETRTO A R ROl ki, a5 dieligheed o have been caught in the fib as to el it
in my mind, but tonighe, that’s exactly whae I'm doing, P F TR : g tar do somediing, they feok ar me Dk, do you realy mean tha!® Jack Matthias, resom owner, stands at the rear of our sled.
Why? Freom our meeting place in the golf course parking L Wi ia here for the st time?™ he asks We ralse our hands,

lat, wie're about o be hawled through a snowy fonest to ik U / _ “All first timers," he savs. “Welcome!™
view the resor’s fenced clk feld. Afterwards, 1"l be i Wi ‘ T..h{-_' T.lllﬁ:-k scent ﬂf hE}I‘EE Alan vells, “git, git, gie."” joatles the reins, and we're off, T'll
towed onward o enjoy & tasty five-course meal— oy . . admit it ['m expecting a TV-perfect woosh of runner gliding
with crown moase of park as the main dish—in the j * Py - . drlﬁ-ﬁ hHCl(, EI"Ld Lh.i-_" S]. I._lI‘l“g,-' ooy anow, But thin snow perms that into a slly notion, The
resort’s log bodge, : . - : weight of shed and powrises pashes the runnees o the gravel,
We're packed in, 22 to a sled, with —c 3 e 14 b : ' ]Hﬂglﬂ ﬂ'f- h':].].h accents LII:—'I.E producing mene of @ grnding drag. We talk above it no
thres sleds rgged and ready w glide. gt : iy i T MR A% ! _ prablem. [ come to appreciabe the honesty of the sound—and
In & minuee, Alan, the hofse-team sl 2 i Winter WL’.‘II‘IdEI‘lﬂI‘Id. the strength of the Belgians. The homses' fricey tails sway with
’ o : vl ! ench slow, powerfiul seeade. [ watch as with the Git of each
hiwf, smorw catches in the arc of the horses” shoes and

driver, will call a signal and his twa
Belgian drafe horses—Ceorge and
Jake—will lurch forward, beginning
the 20-minute trig o the elk hend,

The 2,000-pound drafe hosses
shift their fect. Clouds of steam rise
from their sides wnd beoad hacks, The
muist evaporates into the frosty clesr-
ness of @ January lave aftermoon.

then drops hack to the ground.

We drag down the two-track, cross a bridge and erace
hills eovered i thoese Morthern Michigan fosest soldierss:
white pine, spruce, poplar and birch, The thick scent of
hiwrse cdrifes back, and the slurry jangle of bells acoents
the winter wonderland, We see no elk in this par of the
forest, and Juck explaing why

The previous Fall he had allowed his balls to roam the
area we now traverse, “T was in the Explorer one day, and
one wits standing in the middle of the moad, appearing as
if he was about to attack. 1 honked, bue he wouldn®
move." Jack ralled down his window and aimed a 45-
caliber pistol ot a wee next o the elk’s head. He fired,
The elk stood his ground and pawed the earth. Jack ook
out o candster af ot pepper spray, “1 nailed him aght in
the face and he juss shook his head and ook about three
steps into the gecs” Juck says. A bull clk can welgh
1,000 pouedss o mode and can punch his antlers—each
weighing about 20 pounds—through a car doos, 'We'ne
relieved o know that a fence hobds the elk secure in the
ficld, and we see them as we round the next oum,

Alan reina the Belgians o a halt at the viewing ficld
and 66 people clamber from the sleds, A man in a
cowboy hat and handlehar mustache pokes o telephoso
lens through the fonce. A lady from Rochester Hills
clicks her comera and the autowind whirs, Sure, the
fence dulls the wild Aavor, but somchow the elk sl
maintwin o cereuin majesty. One difference between ok
and hories: no stcam rses from the ek becanse their fur
insulates so thoroughly. That's why you see picturnes of
snow on elks’ backs—it docsn't melt because the heat of
the antmal barcly cscapes,

The feld we survey holds only balls. This tme of
year, the dominane bull stays with all of the cows in a
separte arci As Jack talks, the bugle of the dominane
buall elrifies ehrowgh the snowy wond.

The bulls appear docile, like they're all pals, Bue
dom't be decedved, Juck soys, They can attack people and
do wmack each other, Compettion for dominance mins
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From topois dinnisr's Conmer SEge o
Foaan of sorkl An elk-mvtler duandeller
buslds on tw days Seme Dineer and
Warmch ssvait irside the iodge
The scents of
woodstove and
roasting pork
meld for a per-
fect invitation.

Janumry 300 TRAVERSE

fierpe—even though the euly dominant bull akready
wan the cows. "Ses the round spots on their fur?™ Jack
save, “Those are from being gored by antlers,” In a
MEHRERE, we see spanting in action. An elk that broke off
an antler during autumn sparring tries to cat oo a hay
pibe. Another elk charges him, antlers aimed as weapons,
The broken antler guy scimpers to the periphens

Jeck rells another mbe of power struggle. Onee he
had o rangquilize the mose dominant bull in the feld,
"The moment he went down, four bulls circled o gore
him,” Jack savs, "He tried o recover, regain his balance,
but the bulls went after him." Jack saved the dragped
bull and came away with o new respect for the fecting
mature of elk ruling penure,
Iy the wild, bnells rarely dominate for pwo consecutive
yvears because they become so
wioen fram the job, The dangermes
work of sparring to win cows s
juse the beginning of the domi-
pant ball%s work. Afeer thar, he
maintaing constant  vigilance,
Liverally around the clock the
bull defends his harem againss
challengers and takes cwe of the
mating responsibilitg A dominant
bull barely has ime to eat. By the
end of the season, uking care of
25 ar 30 cows has withered him o
an emaciated shell of his onece
victoriows self, Swmrtng oue at

1000 pounds, e mighe end up
at T80 pounds. No way hos he
recovered by the following rut,
which beginag about late Auguse,

Jack gives the signal and we
herd ourselves back o the sbeds.
Mo prodding B necded: we know
& sty dinner wwades at the end of
the next 15 minote tour of molling
Forest and snow, Oin the way, dusk
settles, and the weak January
light grows even weaker. In no time, we see the
twinkling strings of white lighes on the bog Jodge beside
the fver.

Insdde, the scents of woodstove and roasting pork
mehd for o perfect vvdtsion. Jack's wife Jan cooks on
tw winsd-fired cookstoves, cach From the carly 1900s,
They shine ke new, and thetr numes—Detroit Jewel
and Garland—shine with prde in the log hall. Jan
learned the art of woodstove cooking as o child, She
grew up o fow mikes down the mad from Hillman in o
family of 13 kids with a wood-fired conkstove in the
hasement, For ber, putting ot roast pock and all the
rest for 66 people tonight comes secomd nature,

Besdes, the lodge—just two vesrs ald—is o modem
marvel compared to what the Matthioses worked in for
the first seven years, Originally they aperated o rustc

lodge 20 miles away in the Thunder Bay
state forest. “The place had no renning
water (read outhouses), no electricity,
and woodstove Ffor heat “Ie was back-
breaking work pumping the water and
heating it w0 do dishes for all those peo-
ple,” Jan says, “And there was never a
man in sight o help.”

Bt ie was deer miberculosis, not hasd
wiek that convinced the Marhinses w

move closer o thedr golf resore. “The |
only way we could be reasonably sure |

we'd see elk was w feed them with bait
piles,” Jack says. “So when the DMNR
hanned bait piles o prevent the spread

of TH in the deer herd, we knew we'd ;. ;

have to do something else,”

W hang our coars, settde ag our ahles,

and servers baing appetizers—pear and

apple crepes and shrimp for all Our i
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waiter Mike beans close, “T've got some |35

good news and some bad news. The bad 8

news i that the temperaoure is dropping
Fast and o serong wind is kicking up, The

pood news is we have plenty of this |

stufT" He holds up two magnum bottles

of wine, We laugh, He swings by the 55

next thle and [ hear him well the same
joke. They luegh oo

Conversation warms at our wble of §

eight. Tt turns out our dinner compan-

ions grew wp in Livonia, like me. W |

talk of Six Mile Road, Five Mile Road
and Bates' busgers. While we cat, Jacks
sun-in-law, Joe Libdry gives a 15-minue
talk on clk. He comes asound with an
antles, [ heft i and caress des serpenting
smoothness,

Meanwhile, we make our way
thromgh the courses, The hearty chicken
niadle soup. The msey Thunder Bay
Sweee Salud. The crown moase of posk
with redskin pottoes and marvelous
gravy, The white-chocolate mowsse with
raspberry-chocolate  topping. By the
tme we bundle wp for che Anal trip, a
most coy fecling shichds us from the
chil. We ride back in quice—well,
except for the sound of the dagging
runnces, Above, the stars shine with
improbable purty in the mansparent
January nighe,

Th reserve a apot on the sbed, all
sir-rz-473il

Tl Srivh &5 eelivor of TRAVERSE.
B! o sefirmsersemapanimne com

ride only: §7.50 aduis, 55 children, under 11
free. Friday and Saturday nights from Decen-
ber 27 through March 3. Reservations only:
5I17-T86-221 1 or BT7-4-GARLAND,

Hoxie Farms, Aones Sleigh ride onke 45.
minute ride stops at bonfire for hot chooo-
fate and marshmallows. Reindeer \rlvuwlrg.
Fl2person. Take shutte from Grand Tra-
verse Fesort or cll to anmnge private par-
tes. Lip m 12 adults per wip. Saturdays and
Sundays, 1-5 pm., rides leave on the howr,
23 0=938=2 100, ewt J300,

hnmewrwﬂﬁmdq.u e
Call for, | o getaw

-y Mackirac isknd: Sever-

iy packages incude sleigh rides. Cal
*f iz S

. -‘i C:Mh_.:";ehdndm

g l'l | sleigh rides, dinner and

T ‘I aill for detlls. Sleigh ride

=] uhder 16,'S|2Mamily of

TR r.'r__. amang/ eﬂ:rlrm and

fiz only. :fMWrII:EI.IHI'I-

! J]D}.

:'-_-_":_-'g !—

f:rtr (12 miles s

for pricing of packages, some of wmdm
inchude accommadations. Skeigh ride ondy 20
mirute ride through Victorian Bay Yiew. 12
people to 2 sled. $9 per person, Saturdays
5-7-30 p.m. beginning after Christrnas. Reser-
vations onke BO0-530-59898

Trestons Resort, Gavlord With dinner: Ride
2 sled 20 minutes through field and forest to
a log lodge in the woods, Menu varies, no
lquor but you can bring your ocem wine.
$55iperson, call for dates and times, Sleigh
ride onby; 30-minute ride, Fridays and Satur-
days &30-%30 pm. $10/person. Reserva-
tions only, B00-444-671 1,
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